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1. Providing security assurances and com-
mitments to the Republic of Iraq to deter
foreign aggression against Iraq that violates
its sovereignty and integrity of its territories,
waters, or airspace.

2. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in its
efforts to combat all terrorist groups, at the
forefront of which is Al-Qaeda, Saddamists,
and all other outlaw groups regardless of af-
filiation, and destroy their logistical networks
and their sources of finance, and defeat and
uproot them from Iraq. This support will be
provided consistent with mechanisms and ar-
rangements to be established in the bilateral
cooperation agreements mentioned herein.

3. Supporting the Republic of Iraq in train-
ing, equipping, and arming the Iraqi Security
Forces to enable them to protect Iraq and
all its peoples, and completing the building
of its administrative systems, in accordance
with the request of the Iragi government.

The Iragi Government in confirmation of
its resolute rights under existing Security
Council resolutions will request to extend the
mandate of the Multi-National Force-Iraq
(MNF-I) under Chapter VII of the United
Nations Charter for a final time. As a condi-
tion for this request, following the expiration
of the above mentioned extension, Iraq’s sta-
tus under Chapter VII and its designation
as a threat to international peace and security
will end, and Iraq will return to the legal
and international standing it enjoyed prior to
the issuance of U.N. Security Council Reso-
lution No. 661 (August, 1990), thus enhanc-
ing the recognition and confirming the full
sovereignty of Iraq over its territories, waters,
and airspace, and its control over its forces
and the administration of its affairs.

Taking into account the principles dis-
cussed above, bilateral negotiations between
the Republic of Iraq and the United States
shall begin as soon as possible, with the aim
to achieve, before July 31, 2008, agreements
between the two governments with respect
to the political, cultural, economic, and secu-
rity spheres.

President of the

United States of America

Prime Minister of the
Republic of Iraq

George W. Bush Nouri Kamel Al-Maliki
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NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
for Annapolis Conference
Participants

November 26, 2007

Madam Secretary, thank you for your hos-
pitality. I was wondering where my place is.
[Laughter] 1 appreciate very much your
hosting this important dinner.

Prime Minister Olmert, welcome. Presi-
dent Abbas, Secretary-General Ban, former
Prime Minister Tony Blair, and all those who
have gathered here in the cause of peace,
welcome to the United States. We're glad
you're here.

We've come together this week because
we share a common goal: two democratic
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side
in peace and security.

Achieving this goal requires difficult com-
promises, and the Israelis and Palestinians
have elected leaders committed to making
them. Achieving this goal requires neighbors
committed to peace between Israel and a
new Palestinian state, and I'm encouraged
by the presence of so many here. Achieving
this goal requires the commitment of the
international community, including the
United States. Tonight I restate my personal
commitment on behalf of the United States
to all those in the Middle East who wish to
live in freedom and peace. We stand with
you at the Annapolis conference and beyond.

The extremists and terrorists want our ef-
forts to fail. They're working actively to un-
dermine every effort as we try to achieve
peace and reconciliation. We offer a more
hopeful vision—of a Middle East growing in
freedom and dignity and prosperity. We are
here to renew our efforts to achieve this vi-
sion. And tonight I offer a toast to all of our
honored guests and to the future of peace
that we can build together.

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. at the
Department of State. In his remarks, he referred
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to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel; Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority; Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
of the United Nations; and Quartet Representa-
tive in the Middle East Tony Blair.

Remarks at the Annapolis
Conference in Annapolis, Maryland
November 27, 2007

Thank you for coming. Prime Minister
Olmert, President Abbas, Secretary-General
Ban, former Prime Minister Blair, distin-
guished guests: Welcome to one of the finest
institutes we have in America, the United
States Naval Academy. We appreciate you
joining us in what I believe is an historic op-
portunity to encourage the expansion of free-
dom and peace in the Holy Land.

We meet to lay the foundation for the es-
tablishment of a new nation, a democratic
Palestinian state that will live side by side
with Israel in peace and security. We meet
to help bring an end to the violence that has
been the true enemy of the aspirations of
both the Israelis and Palestinians.

We're off to a strong start. I'm about to
read a statement that was agreed upon by
our distinguished guests.

“The representatives of the Government
of the State of Israel and the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization, represented respective
by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas in his capacity as
Chairman of the PLO Executive Committee
and President of the Palestinian Authority,
have convened in Annapolis, Maryland,
under the auspices of President George W.
Bush of the United States of America, and
with the support of the participants of this
international conference, having concluded
the following joint understanding.

“We express our determination to bring
an end to bloodshed, suffering, and decades
of conflict between our peoples; to usher in
anew era of peace, based on freedom, secu-
rity, justice, dignity, respect, and mutual rec-
ognition; to propagate a culture of peace and
nonviolence; to confront terrorism and in-
citement, whether committed by Palestinians
or Israelis. In furtherance of the goal of two
states, Israel and Palestine living side by side
in peace and security, we agree to imme-
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diately launch good-faith bilateral negotia-
tions in order to conclude a peace treaty, re-
solving all outstanding issues, including all
core issues, without exception, as specified
in previous agreements.

“We agree to engage in vigorous, ongoing,
and continuous negotiations and shall make
every effort to conclude an agreement before
the end of 2008. For this purpose, a steering
committee, led jointly by the head of the del-
egation of each party, will meet continuously,
as agreed. The steering committee will de-
velop a joint work plan and establish and
oversee the work of negotiations teams to ad-
dress all issues, to be headed by one lead
representative from each party. The first ses-
sion of the steering committee will be held
on 12 December 2007.

“President Abbas and Prime Minister
Olmert will continue to meet on a biweekly
basis to follow up the negotiations in order
to offer all necessary assistance for their ad-
vancement.

“The parties also commit to immediately
implement their respective obligations under
the performance-based roadmap to a perma-
nent two-state solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, issued by the Quartet on 30
April 2003—this is called the roadmap—and
agree to form an American, Palestinian, and
Israeli mechanism, led by the United States,
to follow up on the implementation of the
roadmap.

“The parties further commit to continue
the implementation of the ongoing obliga-
tions of the roadmap until they reach a peace
treaty. The United States will monitor and
judge the fulfillment of the commitment of
both sides of the roadmap. Unless otherwise
agreed by the parties, implementation of the
future peace treaty will be subject to the im-
plementation of the roadmap as judged by
the United States.”

Congratulations for your strong leadership.

The Palestinian people are blessed with
many gifts and talents. They want the oppor-
tunity to use those gifts to better their own
lives and build a future for their children.
They want the dignity that comes with sov-
ereignty and independence. They want jus-
tice and equality under the rule of law. They
want freedom from violence and fear.



